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Why College Football Players Should Get Paid
Introduction
The debate on whether college football players should be paid is not new. Organizations and people have come up with different theories and ideas on whether to pay or not to pay college football players. Those in support of the idea, such as professional footballers, argue that playing for colleges is a job, and just like any other profession, they should be compensated. They go further to state that many people, including sport directors, coaches, and college managers, benefit from the sporting activities in monetary terms, and hence, the players should also benefit. On the other hand, those against the idea of paying college football students, such as the NCCA, argue that there is a difference between playing armature football and professional football. They go further to state that college players are not professionals and should thus not be paid. The issue has attracted national debate, and that has prompted some states to legislate on the same. For example, California debated the issue and passed a pay-to-play law that allows college athletes within its jurisdiction to be compensated (Camera). Players in California colleges will thus profit from the use of their images and likeness. The focus of this paper will be on the reasons college football players should be paid.
Reasons College Football Players Should Be Paid
People pay to watch college football players play. Money that is generated as a result of college football should be used to improve college football sports, including paying the players. Football has become so popular in colleges that even outsiders attend games in various stadiums. The game receives money from ticket sales, pay-per-view, satellite packages, and merchandise sales, among others, meaning it is generating cash (Murphy 8). The increasing amounts being made in college football every year makes it hard to understand an argument against not paying the players. College football team coaches are also paid from the money made as a result of college football games. For example, the Alabama Crimson Tide Football team coach, Nick Saban made more than $8.3 million in the 2018 football season (Berkowitz). Additionally, the offensive and defensive coordinators Brian Daboll and Jeremy Pruitt respectively each received over $1 million during that season. That further proves that sport has money. The players are as important as the coaches, and therefore, it does not make sense to compensate one group and leave out another. Paying the coaches alone may demotivate the players, making them not to perform to their levels. That means the quality of the game will reduce, and that may affect viewership and money generated.

College football players do not have time to get another job because preparing for matches takes a lot of time. Other students may get jobs to do when they are not in school, but that is not possible for college football players due to the training involved and playing the actual matches. An NCAA survey in 2011 showed that students average at least 30 hours of practice per week (Cronk 135). Combining that with the time taken to play games, time spent in class, and the time spent doing assignments makes it hard to engage in any other meaningful employment. To the players, playing football is their job. Some may be doing it as a result of passion or talent; others may be doing it to make a living. Therefore, if they are not compensated for what they do, then their morale will go down, and some may quit the sport. They spend so much time practicing to ensure that the quality of the game improves, and hence, more viewership. It is only fair to pay them due to the time that they dedicate to this sport.

Players are putting their safety on the line playing for their college teams. Football is a highly physical game, and it goes hand-in-hand with players getting injuries (Steckler 134). Players can get injuries that end their careers at any time. They should thus be paid while playing because no one can predict when a career-ending injury will occur. A player may be so talented and aspiring to be a professional footballer after college. However, a career-ending injury means that their dreams will be shuttered and what they expected to be their source of livelihood may be gone forever. An example of an injury that can end the career of a football player includes severe knee damage. Some players may be severely injured that they spend the rest of their lives on wheelchairs. That can hinder a person from doing some income-generating activities that they may have been doing after college had they not have gotten an injury. It, therefore, makes sense to pay these players as they are putting their safety at risk.

Paying them might keep more players in school. Education is essential to every person regardless of whether a person has some other talent. Some decisions in life, such as matters to do with financial management and strategic decision making requires one to at least have some knowledge, which can be acquired in schools. Every government also wants its people to be educated to eliminate illiteracy and empower the people. Some players are lured out of school because of economic reasons. For example, a professional football club may tempt a student with money to play for them. It is easier to convince a person who gets nothing from playing for football college teams to play for a team that will pay them than it is for those who are paid. The money factor may make the students drop out, and they may never return to complete their education (Staurowsky 22). Incase anything like a career-ending injury happens some years after quitting school, the person may lack the necessary papers to get meaningful employment. The result of that is poverty. It is, therefore, vital to pay students to ensure they are not lured away from school because of money. The consequences may be dire in the future for the player if he doesn't have the papers and their football career ends.

College football players are part of the college marketing team. Most colleges employ and pay marketers to market their schools and the products that they offer. Football players should be treated in the same way and get paid for selling their colleges. When the players don jerseys for their colleges, the names of the colleges are displayed to all the viewers. According to Berri (68), a college that has a great sports culture and teams will attract more students, particularly those who want to participate in the extra curriculum activities. For example, a surge in admission to colleges after a big sports win is known as a Flutie effect. The name came from Doug Flutie, a former Boston College quarterback who won the Heisman Trophy in 1984. Due to his big win, Boston College experienced a significant rise in college admissions in the subsequent years. Colleges have since been using their sports teams, including football, to promote their schools and have more students. That shows that their revenues are increasing as a result of sports and, more specifically, football. It is thus fair that they pay their college football players, at least from the funds that they are getting from the players.
Paying college football players will make sports more competitive. For instance, the NFL pays players as per their worth and performances. That makes players work hard so that their value can rise and they can make more money. Money can act as a motivation for the players (Camera). When the sports become competitive, it attracts more sponsors meaning more money will be pumped into the college sports industry. Therefore, the colleges will benefit more, the coaches will be paid more, and the student players will be satisfied.
Conclusion
College students should be paid for playing for their colleges. Colleges are benefiting from sports activities such as football. They are making lots of money from football viewership, selling of merchandise, and more revenue as a result of an increase in the number of admissions due to a college's good sporting performances, among others. The sacrifices made by students in the course of playing for their colleges also warrant payment. For example, the students spend hours of hard work training for matches instead of looking for other jobs and risk safety during both the practice and in actual games. The State of California started has started a good trend by passing a law that requires college students to be paid. They understand what the players go through to play for their colleges. They also know the benefits that the colleges get from those players. Other states, as well as the federal government, should follow suit and legislate laws that will protect the rights of students. The National Council for Curriculum Assessment (NCCA) should engage in discussions with various stakeholders, including those supporting the idea of paying college players. The stakeholders should come to a consensus to ensure good laws that protect both the students and the colleges are passed and implemented nationally. The starting point should be on compensating the players for their efforts.
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